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Town of Arlington, Massachusetts 
730 Massachusetts Ave., Arlington, MA 02476 
Phone: 781-316-3000 

webmasterWtown.arlington.ma.us 


March 17 2010 Meeting Minutes 

Arlington Human Rights Commission Minutes - Final 
March 17, 2010 


Present : Vita Cohen, Vice Chair Stacy Davison, Gary Horowitz, Judson Pierce, Chair, Nancy Rhoads, Marlene Schultz, Nancy 
Sweeney 

Absent : Sheri Baron, Marlissa Briggett, Christine Carney, Jorge Loayza, Nick Minton, William Shea 
Guest: Officer James Smith, Arlington Police Department 

Open Forum - On the recommendation of Principal Ruggjere, Officer Smith, parents, teachers and Selectman LaCourt came to 
discuss a Facebook page and Ottoson Middle School hate incident regarding Jews. After much discussion the consensus is that 
there is a need to come up with a clear policy and Chair Rhoads suggested the following: 

Send a letter to the AHRC Rapid Response Network (Commissioner Cohen will do that) regarding the incident 

Write and submit an editorial to the Arlington Advocate in this regard 

Recognize the students who came forward and come up with a plan for action in the future 

Pursue the school councils by attending their meetings, working with them to close gap s in their policies and provide training for 
principals. Commissioner Davison volunteered to be our contact with the ADL. Chair Rhoads suggested that the AHRC continue 
this discussion at our next meeting. 

Review of February Minutes M inutes accepted 

Incidents and Complaints 

See Open Forum - Chair Rhoads was pleased that the Human Rights Commission, the police department, selectmen, parents and 
teachers are willing to work together and she commends the principal for his action regarding this incident. 

Ryder Street and Mill Street incidents - Officer Smith related that Playtime was the only store that has a policy regarding the sale 
of spray paint - he will forward a copy of that policy to the commission - Chair Rhoads and Commissioner Schultz will make an 
effort to visit town hardware stores and discuss the spray paint vandalism issues and encourage owners to create a policy in this 
regard. 

Stand Against Racism Update 

The Arlington Human Rights Commission has joined the YWCA's national Stand Against Racism campaign. To this end plans for 
three events are being made: 

Friday, April 30 th : at 7:30 pm, a showing of Freedom Writers, based on the book, The Freedom Writers Diaries, at the auditorium 
in the High School. 
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Saturday, May 1 st : from 11:00 until 1:00, a rally along Massachusetts Avenue from Town Hall down to the Pleasant Street 
intersection. 

Sunday, May 2 nd : from 7:30 - 9:00 pm, a forum entitled A Community Conversation About Race sponsored by Representative 
Jay Kaufman at the first Parish Unitarian Universalist Church, 630 Massachusetts Avenue. 

A motion was made and accepted to allocate $120.00 for custodial fee for April 30 th event at the High School and to order tee- 
shirts for this event. A letter of notification will be sent to the Selectmen and School Committee. 

Subcommittee Reports 
Dialogues 

Dating Violence Speakers for this Safe Dating event are set to go - The adult portion of the program will be at Robbins House 
and the youth program will be at Robbins Library. Commissioners volunteered to help with this event. 

Schools - Chair Rhoads and Commissioner Sweeney will attend the principals’ meeting 

Policies and Procedures - Final draft of the Policies and Procedures regarding the sale of items by outsiders as AHRC events and 
meetings is forthcoming and will be added to the AHRC bylaws. 

Rapid Response/Publicity - notification of the recent Ottoson incident will be mailed and e-mailed to all on the Rapid Response 
Network list. 

Other Business 

Chair Rhoads introduced and welcomed Commissioner Gary Horowitz. 

Motion to adjourn was made and approved. 

Submitted by: 

Marylynn Cornell 
Staff Assistant 


http://www.arl i ng tonma.g ov/Publ i c__Documents/Ar I i ng tonM A_H umRg tsM i n/2010/S018C 996B?textPag e= 1 


2/2 



